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Manada Amar Rahe

Rajen Nagar
President, AIBEA & General Secretary, BPBEA

Com. Manoranjan Bose, my Guru and Leader, left us forever on 8th February,
2023 at the age of 95 years with his boot on. He was born on 30th March, 1928 and
remain associated, as Cadre, Leader and Leader of Leaders, since the day of
formation of AIBEA on 20th April, 1946 at Calcutta (now Kolkata) till his final day to
leave the earth. He was a knowledgeable, fighter, organiser and teacher to many of us
and affectionately known as Monada by the Bank Employees. His commitment and
vision to Bank Employees Movement and Working Class Movement, as well, will
always remain as a guiding principle. He was aregular participantin all the struggles
even at this age and constantly inspiring us. It is very hard to find such versatile
personality in Trade Union Movement. A living legend and encyclopaedia of
Banking Laws, Labour Laws, man like Monada are rarely born. He was working in
Lloyds Bank. Com. Prabhat Kar, the legendary of leader of Bank Employees of the
country was also working in Lloyds Bank. In 1948 after India became Independent
and a Sovereign country Com. Prabhat Kar was dismissed by the British authority of
Lloyds Bank for leading a strike of Bank Employees of Bengal in support of Central
Bank Employees struggle. Along with Com. Prabhat Kar, 40 other employees of
Lloyds Bank were also dismissed. Monada was one amongst them. After years of
legal battle Monada got back the job in Lloyds Bank but did not join since by then he
got ajob in Eastern Bank. In his own words, “Com. Prabhat Kar influenced me very
much. In fact he helped me in getting this job.” There was no Union in Eastern Bank
at that time. He was instrumental in forming All India Co-ordination Committee of
Eastern Bank Employees covering all the branches in India. He became Secretary.
When Chartered Bank took over Eastern Bank, the management decided to
retrench 25 employees in Cochin Branch. Struggle started. This ultimately resulted
in the ID Act getting amended, defining rules for amalgamation of Banks eventually.
Management was compelled to take 25 employees retrenched from Eastern Bank,
Cochin. After merger of Eastern Bank with Chartered Bank, Chartered Bank
Employees’ Federation was formed and Monada became the General Secretary of
the Federation. In BPBEA he was always working with various tasks, whether he
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was an Office-Bearer or not. He was a member of Council of Action which was
formed to guide the 31 days strike of the Bank employees of Bengal in 1957. Com.
Prabhat Kar, as Monada remembered, felt that the struggle should not have been
launched without proper consultations and preparations but as a true democrat
and discipline soldier he led the strike as a decision was taken in democratic forum of
BPBEA. Eventually Dr. B C Roy, the then Chief Minister of West Bengal, Ashok Sen
and others interfered. Sri Salim Marchant was asked to adjudicate. In the end the
demand could notbe achieved but credibility of BPBEA and its movement were all at
its top form there was not a single of victimisation later Sri Salim Marchant
recommended that the Dearness should be on quarterly basis. Monada appeared
before various Tribunals like Sastri Tribunal, K T Desai Tribunal also. His deep
understanding about the Labour Laws helped many small Unions of Bank
Employees in West Bengal immensely. He had no prejudice or vanity in extending
helping hand to the leadership oft the various Unions. He became the Treasurer of
AIBEAin 1956. He was also a member of the Technical Sub-committee of AIBEA that
was formed to assist the Negotiating Committee during first Bipartite Settlement.
He took keen interest in the problems of the Co-operative Bank Employees. He was
the Founder General Secretary of All Bengal Co-operative Bank Employees’
Federation and Chief Advisor till his death. He was one of the Vice Presidents of All
India Co-operative Bank Federation formed in 1987. He was Vice President of
BPBEA for a long time. For Co-operative Bank Employees, he was so closed to them
that he became a house hold name almost in every Co-operative Bank Employees.
Co-operative Bank Employees today are enjoying standardised wages, Service
Conditions and the social status, contribution of Monada cannot be measured. It
can’t be imagined how laborious and difficult it was to organise the Co-operative
employees spread over the State. Despite such adverse circumstances Co-operative
Employees under the leadership of Monada could put pressure on the Government
and two Pay Committees popularly known as Krishnamurty Pay Committee and B B
Mondal Pay Committee were formed and his contribution along with Com. Sushil
Ghosh, former Office-Bearer of AIBEA and former President of All India Co-
operative Bank Employees’ Federation was immense. To implement the
recommendations of B B Mondal Pay Committee Government was dilly and
dallying, BPBEA decided to call upon the Bank Employees of the State to go on strike.
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Ultimately Government yielded and implement the B B Mondal Committee’s
recommendations. There have been various struggles of the Co-operative Bank
Employees against the closure of Co-operative Banks of different tires under the
leadership Monada made all the attempts of authorities null and void. The history of
Co-operative Bank Employees movement of West Bengal cannot be complete
without mentioning the contribution of Monada. His understanding, dynamism in
Co-operative movement was second to none. Even for the Commercial Bank
Employees of different Banks Monada was a great help in guiding them. His
simplicity, conviction, understanding to the cause are really adorable. He co-
authored the first edition of Bankmen Service Conditions along with Com. Rajen
Nagar, the then General Secretary of Bank of Baroda Employees’ Union and
presently the General Secretary of BPBEA and President of AIBEA.

For the Bank Employees of Bengal Monada was not a leader but a Comrade in arms.
To approach a leader of his stature was not at all difficult. His frankness,
understanding make all of us who have worked with him in the front have made a
lasting imprint in our minds, it can’t be erased easily. His name will inspire all of us
forever.

The mortal remain of Monada was consigned to flame on 9th February, 2023.
Monada will always remain in our thoughtand acts.
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Com. Monoranjan Bose on AIBEA 30th Conference

Com. Monoranjan Bose the last of the titan of the bank employees movement expired on
8th February, 2023 leaving behind him thousands of followers, admirers and bank union
activists. He had immense knowledge in trade union laws, Co-operative lose and
different awards and settlements. Along with Com. Prabhat Kar he was dismissed by
Lloyeds Bank management in Sept, 1948. Afterwards he joined Eastern Bank which has
later taken over by Standard Chartered Bank. He was one of the seven Members’
Council of Action which led 31 days Bank Strike in West Bengal, called by BPBEA. He
represented Workers before Sastry Tribunal, Labour Appellate Tribunal and Desai
Tribunal. He was former Treasurer of AIBEA and Vice President of BPBEA. He was
former General Secretary of All India Chartered Bank Employees’ Federation and
former President of All Bengal Co-operative Bank Employees Federation and also led
All India Co-operative Bank Employees’ Federation. He was advisor of AICBEF till his
last breath. From the day of Foundation of AIBEA on 20th April, 1946, he remained
leader and soldier of AIBEA till death.
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COM. MANORANJAN BOSE
At the 30th Conference of BPBEA

We lost the last link With great sadness, we record the death of Com. Manoranjan Bose,
one of the veteran leaders of our AIBEA movement on 8th February, 2023. He was aged 95. He
was not keeping good health for the past few months due to old age ailments and the end came
peacefully at his house in Kolkata. Com. Manoranjan Bose belongs to the first generation of
bank employees who thought, realised and dared to form trade unions for bank employees. He
was in our AIBEA movement from 1946 till his end, thus serving the cause of bank employees
for more than 75 years. He was the senior most living member of our glorious AIBEA family.
With his demise, one of the very few links with the generation of founding fathers of our
movement is snapped. Around the age of 18, in 1946, he joined the British owned Lloyds Bank
where Corn Prabhat Kar was working. He was active in the Union right from the beginning. In
1948 Com Prabhat Kar was dismissed for leading the strike in support of Central Bank
employees. To protest against this vindictive attack, employees of Lloyds Bank went on strike
and Com. Manoranjan Bose was one of those dismissed by the Bank for this ‘crime’. Thereafter
he joined Eastern Bank and organised the employees in that Bank. He led several struggles in
that Bank. Later, Eastern Bank was taken over by Chartered Bank. He became the All India
General Secretary of our Federation in that Bank. In Bengal Provincial Bank Employees
Association, he was a Vice President and played an important role in BPBEA in all their
activities. He took keep interest in the problems of co-operative bank employees and was the
Advisor in All India Co-operative Bank Employees Federation. He was also the Vice President
and later the Advisor in All Bengal Co-op. Bank Employees Federation. It is remarkable that for
more than 75 years, he served the cause of bank employees and AIBEA with utmost dedication
and commitment. His poor health and old age never deterred him to be active in our movement.
Heused to attend all the programmes, meetings, rallies, Dharna, etc. and he was one of the most
respected leader in West Bengal. He was regarded as the philosopher and guide in Bengal
provincial Bank Employees Association.

With his demise, a great saga has ended. His contributions to our movement under
AIBEA will be remembered for ever and the name of Com. Manoranjan Bose will inspire all of

us forever.
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